WHEN THE HEALTH CARE bill was sig
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ned into law, Vice President Joe Biden leaned over and

whispered his true feelings into President Barack Obama’s ear. Live microphones picked up his remark:
“Thisis abigf*cking deal.” The slip caused predictable buzz, ricocheting around the Internet.
But profanity is an inescapable part of many cultures, and it even has some benefits. —Emily Anthes

—MARK TWAIN

HOLY $#!1
THAT HURTS!

A 2009 study revealed
that

3 Sijects were
asked to submerge their

hands in a bath of ice water

and keep them thereas
long as they could. When
subjects were allowed to
curse, they were able to
keep their hands in theicy
water longer.

of swears uttered
by Americans
consist of one of
these 10 words:

Together, f*ck and sh*t
account for anywhere
from a third to a half of
all uttered profanity.

SWEARING AROUND THE WORLD

Common curse words in different countries:

PIK . SUKEBE
§ e By (LECHEROUS)
Denmark Japan

RV
““d "’
A -—

g

PUTA
(WHORE)
Spain

POSTA
(S 1)

Brazil
HUTHHI

(WHORE)

Sri Lanka
ARSHLOCH

(ASSHOLE)
Germany
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BAWDY BROADS

The percentage of public swearing
episodes by men and women:

1996 2006

Bleep!

Federal
Communications
Commission v. Fox
Television Stations
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(Includes mild expletives
such as “Jesus Christ”)
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